The West Covina Walk of Fame is a
walkway inside the Big League Dreams
Sportsplex that featuresthe names of West
Covina athletes, coaches, and volunteers
who have contributed to making West
Covina a better place to live, work, and
play. Individuals were considered from
any athletic program (i.e. baseball,
softball, golf, football, track and field,
etc.). In addition, honorees must have
exhibited high ethica standards in their
respective athletic fields and in the
community.

TheWalk of Fame Committee, aseven-
member committee made up of
individual s representing the City of West
Covina, Big League Dreams, and the
sports community, selected the honorees.
Honorees are chosen based on a
competitive processfrom al nominations
received from the public.

Today istheinaugural ceremony of the
West Covina Walk of Fame. On behalf
of the City of West Covina, we
congratulate all six of our honorees and
express our appreciation for representing
West Covinainlocal, collegiate, national,
and international competition, aswell as
volunteering their timeto better the sports
community for fansand playersof al ages
to enjoy.
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RICK AGUILERA
(Baseball) - A graduate
of Edgewood High Schoal,
Rick Aguileraplayed major
league baseball from 1985to
2000. He also attended
Cdlifornia Elementary and
Willowood Middle School.
He played in the
Orangewood Little League,
the Pony Colt League, and

the American Legion
League. In his 16 yearsin the mgjors, Rick played with
the New York Mets, the Minnesota Twins, the Boston
Red Sox, and the Chicago Cubs. During his career, Rick
had arecord of 86 winsand 81 |osses; a3.57 earned run
average; 1,030 strikeouts; 1,291 innings pitched; and
318 saves. Rick isalso athree-timeAll-Star (1991, 1992,
and 1993) and atwo-time World Series champion (1986
and 1991), and hewasinducted into the MinnesotaTwins
Hall of Famein June 2008. He currently isthe head coach
of Santa Fe Christian School’s varsity baseball team.

TOM BRUNANSKY
(Baseball) = A graduate
of West Covina High
School, Tom Brunansky
played major league
baseball from 1981 to 1994
with the CaliforniaAngels,
the Minnesota Twins, the
St. Louis Cardinals, the
Boston Red Sox, and the
Milwaukee Brewers. He
also attended Vine
Elementary and Hollencrest Middle School, and he
playedinthelocal littleleague and pony colt leagues. In
his14 yearsinthemajors, he had a.245 batting average
with 271 home runs and 919 runs batted in (RBIs) in
1,800 games. Heistheonly player in Twinshistory to hit
aninside-the-park grand slam, hewas named to the 1985
All-Star Team, and he was aWorld Series champion in
1987. Tom Brunansky is an assistant coach of Poway
High School’s varsity baseball team. His son, Jason, is
on the University of Kansas' baseball team.
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JIM GONSALVES (West
Covina Little League
volunteer) - In 1955, Jim
Gonsalves moved to West
Covina. Shortly thereafter, he
began volunteering his time as
an umpire with the West Covina
National Little League. Later he
became a board member and
served as president of theleague
on two different occasions (1968
and 1972). In 1973, hebecamethe
Little League assistant district administrator of District 19
and director in 1978, when he coordinated the Little League
programsin West Covinaand surrounding communities. He
also served on the Western Regional Little L eague Board of
Directors, as president of the West Covina Sunset Pony
Leaguein 1970 and on the West Covina Pony/Colt Board of
Directorsin 1971 and 1972. His vocation was little league
baseball and no matter how busy he was, Jim always took
thetimeto listen to parentsand coachesto work diligently to
resolve any concerns, organize teams or schedule
tournaments. To him, there was nothing better on a Saturday
than alittleleague game, agood cigar, acup of coffeeand an
open snack bar. Jim isbeing inducted posthumously into the
Walk of Fame for his dedication and countless hours spent
bringing baseball to the youth of our community.

MIKE POWELL (Track and
Field) - A graduate of
Edgewood High School, Mike
Powell is a two-time Olympic
silver medallist (1988 and 1992)
and current world record holder
in the long jump. As one of the
top athletesin the state, while he
was in high school, Mike
competed in the long jump, the
triplejump and thehighjump, and
he was an academic All-
American. At the 1991 World Championships, Mike set the
new world record inthelong jump by leaping 29ft. 4.5 inches
(8.95 meters) — two inches greater than Bob Beamon, who
held therecord for 23 years. Mike a so earned the gold medal
at the 1993 World Championships and the bronze medal in
the 1995 World Championships.
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GARY ROENICKE
(Baseball) - A graduate
of Edgewood High Schooal,
Gary Roenickeplayed mgor
league baseball from 1976
to 1988. He was drafted
right out of high school. He
also attended Wescove
Elementary and Willowood
Middle School. In his 13
years in the majors, Gary
played with the Montreal
Expos, the Baltimore Orioles, the New York Yankees,
and the Atlanta Braves. During his career, Gary had a
.247 batting average with 121 home runs and 410 runs
batted in (RBIs) in 1,064 games. Gary was also aWorld
Serieschampionin 1983.

RON ROENICKE
(Baseball) - A graduate
of Edgewood High Schooal,
Ron Roenicke played major
league baseball from 1981
to 1988. He was drafted
right out of high school. He
also attended Wescove
Elementary and Willowood
Middle Schoal. In hiseight
years in the majors, Ron
played with the Los
Angeles Dodgers, the
Seattle Mariners, the San Diego Padres, the San
Francisco Giants, the Philadelphia Phillies, and the
Cincinnati Reds. During hiscareer, Ron had a.238 batting
averagewith 17 homerunsand 113 runsbatted in (RBIS)
in 527 games. Ron also played baseball at UCLA, wasa
minor |eague baseball manager and isthe current bench
coach for the LosAngelesAngels of Anaheim.
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Congratulations to these
inaugural honorees in the

\West Covina Big League Dreams
\Xalk of Fame!




