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State FFmard

Honors \West Covina’s

Redevelopment Successes

The prestigious California Redevel opment Association
(CRA) annually recognizes projects and programs that
exemplify outstanding examplesof successful redevel opment
projects that resulted in building better communities.
Spedificdly, the Community Revitalization Category recognizes
thelong-term effortsof aredeve opment agency that hasmeade
positive changesto acommunity or neighborhood.

“Congratulations on winning a 2009 CRA Award of
Excellence,” CRA Executive Director John F. Shirey said.
“This award is evidence of your (City of West Covina)
contributionto Building Better Communitiesin Cdifornia”

Inorder to besdected for thishonor, the City of West Covina
had to meet dl thecriteria, whichincluded addressing blight
elimination, community participation, economicvitdity, fisca
stability, revitalization, regiona/statewide significance, and
cregtive solutionsthat weretaken to address any obstacles.

TheWest CovinaHeightscommercid center and theWest
CovinaBig L eague Dreams Sportsplex havetransformed
what had been an eyesore to what is now a point of
destination, offering outdoor recreational opportunitiesas
well asretail and professiona services.

Thedevel opment processbeganin July 2002 whentheCity
Council authorized redevel opment of the 583-acrelandfill Ste
—aland usethat waslong resented by the community.

Without the foresight of the City to intervene and the
Community Development Commission’s proactive
redevelopment efforts, theformer BKK Landfill stewould
have ultimately become subject to Superfund, thefederal
government’s program to clean up the nation’s abandoned
or uncontrolled, hazardouswaste sites.

Instead, the project has been turned into avibrant part of
thecommunity that created 1,845 new jobsand isestimated
togeneratemillionsannualy inlocal revenues.

b yEST

CRIMES DOWN IN

WEST COVINA IN 2008

The City of West Covinahasgood newsregarding
crimecontrol. Crime statisticsfor 2008 havejust been
released.

Overall, Part | crimes—homicide, burglary, robbery,
rape, vehicletheft, aggravated assault and larceny —were
down 2.4 percent in calendar year 2008. Whileasmall
percentage, thisisthelowest number of Part| crimesin
at least 16 years. Thisisasfar back asthe department’s
computerized crimerecordsgo.

Violent crime was down .26 percent, and property
crimewasdown 2.61 percent.

Arrestswereup nearly 14 percent, whichweview as
apositive measure when combined with lower crime
rates (wewant to see crimedown and arrestsup—we
never want to see crime going up with arrests going
down!). Thismeans officersare being productiveand
efficient and areworking hard.

Graffiti arrestswereat anal-timehigh.

WhileWest Covinahashad itsbudget challenges, our
shared emphasis on making sure our officers are
dedicated to front-line public safety has been prudent.

For moreinformation, call WCPD at (626) 939-8500.



Do You Know What's Been Happening in the City of West Covina

2009 ROSE PARADE
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Help Keep

“Hooray for Hollywood” is the City of West Covina’s 11th
entry into the annual Tournament of Roses Parade. The
City thanks the residents and businesses who helped
make this rose float a reality, especially the volunteers of
the West Covina Rose Float Foundation.

NEW ORDINANCE TARGETS
GRAFFITIVIOLATIONS

TheWest CovinaCity Council hasadopted an ordinance
that amendsprovisionsof the city municipa codeto alow
adminigtrative citationsto beissued to personswhoviolate
greffiti provisonsandto the parentsof thosewho areminors.

The City of West Covinadevotessignificant enforcement
and financia resourcestoward thereduction of graffiti. The
West CovinaPolice Department’sGraffiti Abatement Team
(GAT) hasbeen highly successful, with morethan 600 graffiti-
related arrests since theteam’s 2005 inception.

The adoption of the new ordinancewill now alow police
andtheCity to hold both the parentsand juvenilesrespongble
for graffiti violations. With theadoption of thenew ordinance,
if ajuvenile violates any of the following West Covina
Municipa Code sections, the parentsof that juvenilewould
asobeliablefor a$1,000 administrativefine:

 Section 15-100 — Prohibition against causing or
attempting to cause graffiti

* Section 15-101(a) — Selling or loaning implement used
to causegraffiti

* Section 15-102 — Possession of graffiti implement

Private and commercial property ownerswho refuseto
removegraffiti from their property after receiving written
notice may also be subject to the same administrativefine
under Section 15-103—Removal of graffiti.

For moreinformation, call the WCPD at (626) 939-8729.
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west Covina Beautiful

Clean-Up Saturdays Are Coming!

* “Clean-Up Saturdays’ operates on five consecutive
SaturdaysbeginningApril 18 for West Covinasingle-family
residences serviced by Athens Services.

* The City will host alocal Household Hazardous Waste
and E-Waste Roundup at the City Maintenance Yard on
Saturday May 16 from9am. to 3p.m.

* For moreinformation about Clean-up Saturdaysor the
upcoming HHW and E-Waste Roundup, call Public Works
- Environmental Servicesat (626) 939-8458.
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Some Things are Too Toxic to Trash!
Dispose of Hazardous Waste
and E-Waste the Right Way

Free Household Hazardous and

E-\Waste Roundup in \West Covina

West Covinaand LosAngelesCounty residentswill have
the opportunity to safely dispose of household hazardous
wasteand e-wastefree of chargeat acountywideHousehold
Hazardous and E-Waste Roundup.

Thiscollectionevent will take placeinWest Covinaat the
City MaintenanceYard, 825 Sunset Ave., on Saturday, May
16from9am.to3p.m.




to Help Make It A Great Place To Live, Work & Play?

Theonenew year’sresolution to keep thisyear isto shop West Covinal

During theseeconomictimes, it’simportant to support your West Covinaby shopping
locally. Every salemadein West Covinacontributesto the salestax revenuesthe
City receives. Therevenuesgenerated help pay for essential City services,
suchaspolice, fire, recreation and infrastructure, ﬁ

West Covinahasnumerousretail centersto meet any _ i
shopping need, desire or whim. Among the many are . it
two outstanding regiona destinations: Westfield \West

Covinaand Westfield : ——
Eastland. These two TRALERCEUR A RS RTES RO | —

L T

centers offer prime
quality shopping with
many exciting
opportunities.

Since the Westfield
Eastland opened in
1957, it hasundergone
many changes, withthe
most recent renovations
donethispast year.

In the past severd
months, Westfield has
upgraded several
features of the center,
including replacing the
center’s branding
signage to facilitate
customers shopping
experience and
repainting of theentire
center’sfacade.

Westfield has also introduced the City to the new
sign panelsalong thefreeway to promotethecenter’s
retailers. Some of the attractionsof the center include
Burlington Coat Factory, Target, Albertson’'s, Bed Bath
& Beyond, Chick’s, Babies“R” Us, Ross, Marshalls,
Ortho Mattress, Office Depot, Longs Drugs and
Luxury Linens. Additionally the center offers
exceptiona restaurants, including T.GI Friday’s, Chili’s
and BJsBrewery.

TheWestfield mall hasnot only undergoneaname
change from Westfield Shoppingtown to Westfield
West Covinabut recently hashad major changeswith "
the relocation of the Macy’s store and the current Cathy Jean at Westfield West Covina

Target at Eastland Center

congtruction of thenew Best Buy building.
Inaddition, Westfield hasbeen busy filling
themall with new retailers, including Cathy
Jean, Lavish Shoes, ZibaBeauty, Café Valer
and Lollicup. Westfield hasa so added and
upgraded themall’ssitting areasfor an even
more comfortablebreak from shopping.
With themany shopping opportunitiesat the
Westfield centers and throughout the City,
remember to keep your new year’ sresolution
and shop West Covina

Page 3



Do You Know What's Been Happening in the City of West

Bob’s  Big
Boy — Bob’s Big
Boy Restaurant
is now open for
business at the
former Chevy's
building located
across from
Westfield West
Covina.

Regional Occupational Program (ROP)
House — Construction of a 1,657-square-foot single-
family home funded by the City of West Covina
Community Development Commission and built by
the East San Gabriel Valley Regional Occupation
Program (“ROP”). Framing of the house has recently
been completed.

Pdates on Recent

CITY
Wostfield

West Covina

Westfield expansion — Plans for Best
Buy to occupy the former Macy’s location
and the addition of new retail and
restaurant space at Westfield West Covina.
The former Macy’s has recently been
demolished and is now undergoing
grading for the upcoming Best Buy.

JV HOMES

JV Homes — Construction of a 24-unit condominium
complex on a 1.07-acre site is now under way near the
corner of Azusa and Workman avenues. Foundations
are being completed for all four buildings.
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Covinato Help Make It A Great Place To Live, Work & Play?

PROSPERITY BUSINESS PARK

FOR SALE OR LEASE
o BB BOZ.GTIE

Prosperity Business Park — Development of a
mixed-use commercial project consisting of 20,518
square feet (18 units) of office space and 135,043
square feet (40 units) of industrial condominiums
located on San Bernardino Road. Interior
improvements are being finalized, while work is
being done on landscaping.

QUAIL RIDGE SHOPPING CENTER

Quail Ridge Shopping Center — Quail Ridge
Shopping Center is a 9.39-acre commercial retail
center consisting of approximately 167,000 square
feet, located on the corner of Nogales Street and
La Puente Road. Food Mart International is to
occupy the former Savon. Food Mart International
is now framing skylights and installing drywall.

PROJECTS

THE GROVE

<!y FOR LEASE
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The Grove — T-Mobile, Dalia’s and Cherry
Blossom Nail Spa are now open for business.

SUNSET AND FRANCISQUITO CENTER

Sunset and Francisquito Shopping Center —
facade remodel of the existing 140,000-square-foot
retail center and construction of 29,000 square feet
of new retail space. Concrete block walls are now
being erected for the new 23,806-square-foot retail
building at the center.

A
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Do You Know What's Been Happening in the City of West Covina

APPLY FOR YOUR
PASSPORT
AT CITY HALL

U.S. passport application
servicesareavailable at the West
CovinaCity Clerk’sOffice, Third
Floor, Room 317, at City Hall.

Passport applications are
accepted Monday through
Thursday from9am.to4p.m.

Hereiswhat you need to bring:

* Origind proof of U.S. dtizenship

* Vdid proof of identity

* Two recent color passport-size
photographs

* Passport gpplication (DONOT
S[€iN))

* Fees (payable by check or
money order ONLY)

Applicants under age 16 have
additiona requirements.

For detailed application
information, gototheCity Clerk’s
Office, call the West Covina
passport information lineat (626)
939-8744, or visit the Web sites
Www.westcovina.org (o]
www.travel .state.gov.

||

WINTER/SPRING RECREATION
GUIDE NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE

The City of West Covina Community
Searvices Department’sWinter/Spring 2009
recreationguideisnow available! Schedules
for al city recrestion classesare posted for
January through April and can beviewed
onlineat www.westcovina.or g/events.

The Community Services Department
continuesto offer awide variety of classesto suit the community. Classesare
offered at various Sitesthroughout thecity.
Whether you aretrying to keep your new
year’s resolution with one of our fitness
classesor giveyour child ahead start in
one of the educational Tiny Tot classes,
chancesarewe have something for you.

If there are other programs you would
like to see offered or if you teach a
specialized classwe currently don't offer,
contact Mike Cresap at (626) 917-7053. For classinformation or generd facility
information, call Cameron Park Community Center at (626) 919-6966.
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Date: Saturday, March T

Time: 11 AM
Place: Gingrich Park
1935 Woodgate Drive

VISIT THE CITY ONLINE AT
WWW.WESTCOVINA.ORG

For more information, call (626) 939-8425.




to Help Make It A Great Place To Live, Work & Play?

NORM REEVES HONDA SUPERSTORE

FIGHTS BACKAGAINSTECONOMY
Expansion to Offer West Covina Customers More for Their Money

Norm Reeves Honda Superstore of West Covinasells Hondafactory parts and accessories.
morethan 2,000 Hondavehiclesayear. Butnow, inaneffort ~ The sales and administrative offices are now under
tomatchitssigter storein Cerritos—thelargest Hondadeder  congtruction. When compl eted, therewill beanew showroom

inCdifornia—they’ vedecidedtofly inthe
face of conventionand gobig—redly big.

When completed, the new facility will
be one of thelargest Hondadeal erships
inCdifornia

Theorigind dedershipwaspurchased
in 1999, and though customers are
extremdy loyd toitslocation off the 10
Freeway, the dealership was showing
its age, not allowing for the most
comfortableshopping experience.

“Our customers deserve better,” General Manager Bill
McGrath said. “ That'swhy we' veinvested $11 millionin
building and equipment.”

The Service and Parts Department recently opened,
completing Phase 1. The state-of -the-art Service Department
features 30 servicebays, including four Quick Servicebays,
whichmeansyou Il get the serviceyou need —fast.

The Parts Department isjust asimpressive, with nearly
10,000 squarefeet of parts, including many hard-to-find

with plenty of room to shop comfortably.
Under theguidance of McGrathand
his team, Norm Reeves Honda is
committed to along-term relationship
with the City of West Covina.

Throughout theyears, theded ership has

sponsored community eventsandisthe
title sponsor of the Big L eague Dreams
Sportsplex.
Aspart of West Covina's“ArtinPublic
% Places’ program, Norm Reeves Honda
Superstore West Covinawill dedicatean Art Park in
front of the dedership. It will befilled with artwork, plenty
of benches and lush shade trees to enhance both the
community and the dedl ership experience.

At Norm Reeves Honda Superstore West Covina, true
success is measured by satisfying the customer and the
community —doingwell by doing good. For moreinformation,
cal (626) 756-3800 or visit normreeveswc.com.

Community Star: Laura Tovar

LauraTovar doesn’t go anywhere without her music
stands, instrumentsand teaching materias.

That’s because the music teacher drivesthe“Music
Machine,” abusconverted intoamobilemusi c classroom.
Thebustravelsto eight different school
sites in the Rowland Unified School
Digtrict where Tovar teaches. T B

Thespunky teacher inspiresstudents s
to havean ear for melodies. .

“Thekids are so great,” Tovar said.
“If you listentothem play now, it does’t
sound like much. They don’t know how

students that music brings people together. She loves
relaying the history and meaning of musicto her students.

“Music doesn't happen in a vacuum,” Tovar said.
“Higtory bringsmugicdive.”

. Tovar, who hasbeen with thedistrict
for 23 years, a so spearheadsthe Summer
Arts Academy that teaches students
music, art, drama, photography and
dance. Sheisdsoinvolvedinthe Summer
Thesatre Program.

Tovar encouragesher mini-musicians
to usetheir talentsto entertain othersat

to read notes, but by Christmas time you see ahuge community events, such asbenefitsor open houses.

growth. | loveseeing that change.”
Themusiclover callsherself a“hippie” andtellsher

“It’ simportant to have something to giveback,” shesaid.
“We give back asmuch aswecan.”
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FEBRUARY

2/7 - W.C. Youth Pony Baseball opening
day, noon at Walmerado Park, 625 E. Merced Ave.
2/12 - City of West Covina Birthday
Celebration, 6 p.m., South Hills Country Club,
2655 S. Citrus St.

2/13 - Middle School Dance from 6 fo 9 p.m.
at Cameron Park Community Center, 1305 E.
Cameron Ave. Middle-school students are welcome
to attend. Each participant must have a signed
parent permission slip, school I.D. and a $3
participant fee. A snack bar will be available. Call
(626) 919-6966 for more information.

2/21 - W.C. Girls’ Softball opening day,
9:30 a.m. at Cameron Park, 1305 E. Cameron Ave.

MARCH

3/2 - “Where Did All That Dinosaur Poop
Go?,” 6:30to 8 p.m. at Galster Park, 1620 Aroma
Drive

3/7 - W.C. American Little League
opening day, 10 a.m. at Cortez Park, 2441 E.
Cortez St.

3/7 - W.C. Orangewood Little League
opening day, noon at Sunset Field, 851 S.
Sunset Ave.

N
=
<
L
>
L
O
=
=
O
(&
.
=

In a previous edition of
Discover West Covina, we
asked residents to let us know
what city services they
appreciate the most.

QUESTION

“Thank you so much for what you

A BIT OF TRIVIA:
Do you know how many visits/hits the city’s
Web site received in 20087 Nearly 18 million!
(To be exact: 17,815,622)

2009 CITY COMMISSION
MEETING SCHEDULE

Thefollowing commissonshave new meeting daysas
folows

COMMUNITY SERVICESCOMMISSION
Second Tuesday of odd-numbered monthsstarting
withMarch:

Jan. 13 May 12
Feb. 10 July 14
March 10 Sept. 8

Nov. 10

SENIOR CITIZENSCOMMISSION
Fourth Thursday of even-numbered monthsstarting
with February:
Jan. 22 June 25
Feb. 26 Aug. 27
April 23 Oct. 22

Dec. 24 (TBA)

HUMAN RESOURCESCOMMISSION
Second Wednesday of themonth aternating every
other month starting with February:
Feb.11at6:30p.m. Aug.12at 6:30 p.m.

4 L April 8at6:30p.m.  Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m.
are doing to enforce graffiti
violations. | live in ... West Junel0at6:30p.m. Dec.9at6:30p.m.

Covina, and it has much
improved. Keep up the good work! Also, thank you
for the revisions to city codes, such as Section 15-
85 (regulation of noise). | know a lot of people
who have to deal with this problem. Thank you for
helping.” — Sylvia Gleber

HAVE ANY NEW IDEAS FOR “DISCOVER WEST COVINA?”
E-MAIL US: DISCOVERWESTCOVINA@WESTCOVINA.ORG
OR MAIL TO: WEST COVINA CITY HALL,

CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE, ATTN: P10 SUE WILLIAMS, 1444
W. GARVEY AVE., RO. BOX 1440, WEST COVINA, CA 91793

City of West Covina PRSRT STD
WEST COVINA 1444 . Garvey Ave. Us POSTAGE
CITY COUNCIL P.O. Box 1440 WEST COVINA, CA

West Covina, CA 91793 PERMIT #625

Mayor: Roger Hernandez
Mayor Pro Tem: Shelley Sanderson
Councilmember: Steve Herfert
Councilmember: Sherri Lane
Councilmember: Mike Touhey

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

CAR-RT SORT
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