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O
n Sept. 14, 2011, the
Special Olympics
International Board of

Directors announced that the 2015
Special Olympics World Games will
be held in Los Angeles from July 25
to Aug. 2, 2015.

The 2015 Special Olympics World
Summer Games are expected to
bring more than a half-million
people to the greater Los Angeles
area, with more than 7,000 Special
Olympics athletes from 177 nations
to compete in 25 Olympic-type
sports.

The Special Olympics sought out
“host towns” to provide
accommodations, training facilities,
and cultural and sports activities for
the 7,000 international athletes and
their coaches from July 21 to 24. The
City of West Covina is thrilled to be
a host town for Team Nippon (Japan)
and is busy preparing for the arrival
of the athletes on July 21.

The City of West Covina is working
with various community
groups, organizations and
businesses to plan activities
that truly embody the spirit
and culture of West
Covina. While staying in
West Covina, the athletes
will be on a daily schedule
that includes training in the
morning followed by

West Covina to be Host Town to Team Nippon
(JAPAN) for Special Olympics World Games

cultural activities throughout
the community.

On July 22 from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., a festival will be
held at Big League Dreams
to welcome the athletes and
allow for a community
celebration. The event will
kick off with an all-American
lunch for the delegates. The
festival will include a rally
coordinated by the West
Covina Unified School
District, music, activities and
carnival games. In the
evening, South Hills Plaza will host
an event from 5 to 9 p.m., including
music and food trucks for the
delegates and the public to enjoy.

On July 23, training will resume
in the morning for the athletes,
followed by a country-style
barbecue and country fair at Hurst
Ranch from noon to 3 p.m. Activities
at Hurst Ranch will include a tour
of the facility, a country band, lunch

for purchase, and other
ranch-style activities. A
limited number of tickets
are available for
purchase.

That night, the athletes
will be treated to music
from a Beatles tribute
band, Sgt. Pepper, at the
Summer Concert Series
at the Civic Center
Courtyard from 5 to 9
p.m. before departing to
the dorms in Los Angeles
the next day.

For more information about these
events, call the Community Services
Department at (626) 939-8430.

Don’t forget to “like” us on the
official West Covina Host Town
Facebook page, which can be found
at www.facebook.com/pages/Host-
Town-West-Covina. To purchase
merchandise, visit our Host Town
page at www.LA2015.org/host-
town/west-covina.
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N
athan Wright, a 13-year-old West Covina Special Olympics athlete,
has been participating in the program for
three years.

His involvement in Special Olympics began three
years ago when he was at home watching the 2012
London Olympics. Nathan told his mom, Kimberly,
that he wanted to do what the athletes in London
were doing. Kimberly then began to research the
Special Olympics and came across the local chapter.

Nathan began training for track and field at the
local level and took home a first-place medal in the
50-meter run and a second-place medal in the softball
throw. Last year, he competed in bowling as an
individual and with a team. His team placed
fourth, and he placed first in the individual category.

He is currently training in track and field again,
and he is competing in the 50-meter run, 100-meter
run and 400-meter relay, as well as the shot put. 

Nathan’s experience and involvement in Special Olympics has brought a
boost to his self-confidence and the opportunity for him to meet new people
and build friendships. His dream is to one day be an ocean paleontologist.
With the drive and passion Nathan has, great things are in his future.

young West Covina athlete

Participating in Special Olympics

The City would like to thank
the generous donors for the
Special Olympics Host Town

activities this summer:

• Knights of Columbus
• Fairfield Inn and Suites
    by Marriott - a Brighton
   Management Company
• Kaiser Permanente Baldwin
    Park Medical Center
• Starwood Retail Properties
• Modern Woodman
• Big League Dreams
• Hurst Ranch
• BJ’s Brewhouse
• South Hills Plaza

The City would also like to thank
the supporters for the Special
Olympics Host Town activities:

• City of West Covina
     Community Services Foundation
• Elks Lodge 1996
• Greater West Covina
     Business Association
• West Covina Sunrise Rotary
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Help Shape the Future of West Covina

Participate in the Following Events
FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS
JUNE 8 AT 7 P.M. Our Creative Community (Cultural)
and Our Active Community (Recreation and Open Space)
– Cameron Park Community Center
JULY 20 AT 5 P.M. The Core Focus Group (Land Use and
Development) – Senior Center at Cortez Park
AUG. 17 AT 7 P.M. Our Natural Community (Natural
Environment and Open Space) – Shadow Oak Park

For the most current information,
visit the City of West Covina’s Web site,

www.westcovina.org (Planning Department,
General Plan Update), and www.planwc.org.

P
orto’s famous potato balls, mouth-watering
guava strudels, scrumptious cakes, cheese
rolls and other savories are making their way

to West Covina!
Porto’s Bakery & Café will open its

fifth location here in West Covina.
Porto’s has acquired the former
Crazy Horse property, 1360 W.
Garvey Ave. South, and will be
transforming the building into a first-
class bakery and cafe.

The City of West Covina has been working
diligently to bring Porto’s to the city since 2010,
when the Community Development Commission
(CDC) first reached out to Porto’s. Over the past
several years, the CDC has presented Porto’s with
several locations in West Covina.

While none of those locations were materialized,
the CDC and Porto’s continued to work toward a
West Covina location. As a result of the City’s and
Porto’s joint determination, Porto’s is now slated
for a West Covina bakery and cafe venue.

Porto’s will be repurposing the former Crazy Horse
building into a beautifully renovated bakery and
cafe that will house a wide assortment of pastries,
specialty cakes, freshly baked breads, a variety of

Porto’s West Covina

savory sandwiches, and a selection of
juices, smoothies and coffees.

Porto’s, the famous Cuban bakery, was started by Rosa
and Raul Porto Sr., who emigrated from Cuba to
California. Rosa’s exceptional baking skills and a dream
for a better life led to the creation of Porto’s Bakery.

Their first location was a 300-square-foot bakery in
the Echo Park area of Los Angeles, and in the 1980s, the
move was made to Glendale. Over the years, Porto’s
established its reputation as a premier bakery and
expanded to include locations in Burbank and Downey.
As demand continues, Porto’s is opening one in Buena
Park, which will be followed by the West Covina bakery.

Scheduled to open in 2017, West Covina Porto’s will
create approximately 175 new jobs and generate new
sales tax revenues to the City.

to Become a Reality
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Every morning, he loves to stop and smell

the lavender and the roses in our courtyard.

The smallest details make the biggest difference.

Listening. Serving. Caring. These things matter to

you, and to us. Our Kingswood Court Memory Care

staff  is attentive to the subtle nuances and needs of

every resident. These things help us create individual

care plans, so that the one you love lives their best day

possible, every day.

We invite you to call (626) 332-3344

to learn more about Alzheimer’s

Disease and Dementia,

or come for a visit.

150 South Grand Ave., West Covina, CA 91791
(626) 332-3344 • www.regencygrandseniorliving.com
State of California License #197607720



New Businesses Come to West Covina

Check out these new businesses in West Covina and shop locally!
COVINA PALMS CENTER
(221-2249 E. Garvey Ave. N.)
• Sola Salon – Now Open

GRAND CREEK PLAZA
(100-150 N. Grand Ave.)
• Golden Tea House – Summer 2015

THE HEIGHTS AT WEST COVINA
(2200 S. Azusa Ave.)
• Gracie Barra Martial Arts Studio –
    Now Open
• The Salvation Army Family Store –
    Now Open

HONG KONG PLAZA
(989 S. Glendora Ave.)
• Quan Nem Ninh Hoa Vietnamese
    Restaurant – Now Open
• Venus Md Skincare Store – Now Open

• Sunsations Optical & Watches Store –
    Now Open
• Boiling Pot Restaurant – June 2015
• Rakoya 123 Retailer – September 2015

ISLAND PLAZA (2500 S. Azusa Ave.)
• Waba Grill – Summer 2015
• Yogurtland – Summer 2015

LAKES ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
(1230 Lakes Drive)
• Crazy Mike’s Tacos – Now Open

McINTYRE SQUARE (2612-2698 E. Garvey
Ave. S. and 196-252 S. Citrus St.)
• NutriShop – Now Open

PIONEER CENTER (501-557 N. Azusa Ave.;
1751 Rowland Ave.)
• T-Shirt Outlet – Now Open

PLAZA WEST COVINA (112 Plaza Drive)
• El Pescador Family Restaurant –
    Summer 2015
• The Big Catch – Summer 2015

QUAIL RIDGE SHOPPING CENTER
(3620-3670 Nogales St.)
• X3 Academy – Now Open
• Collection Baby Restaurant – Summer 2015

OTHERS
• West Covina Dental Arts Building
    (126 S. Glendora Ave.) – Summer 2015
• King Torta Restaurant
    (956 S. Glendora Ave.) – Summer 2015
• Arco Gas Station (201 N. Grand Ave.) –
   Fall 2015
• The Lakes - Lennar mixed-use project
   (450-unit w/20,000 SF retail) – Fall 2016
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O
ver the last four years, California has
been facing one of the most severe
droughts in recorded history. In order

to alleviate these conditions, Gov. Jerry
Brown declared a state of emergency in
January 2014.

However, the severe drought conditions
have not improved, and there is a possibility
that the current drought will extend to 2016
and beyond. Recently, the State Water
Resources Control Board imposed a
mandatory 25 percent statewide reduction in
potable water use from 2013 water
consumption. Currently, there are no specific
regulations on how this will be implemented
or achieved.

 
The City is served by eight water

companies: City of Azusa Light and Water,
Covina City Water Company, Rowland Water
District, San Gabriel Valley Water Company,
Suburban Water Systems, Valencia Heights
Water Company, Valley County Water District
and Walnut Valley Water District.

The City will be working closely with the

WEST COVINA SAVES WATER DURING HISTORIC DROUGHT

water companies on implementing the new
regulations or other measures. For details
on which days and times homeowners will
be allowed to water their lawns, residents
are advised to contact their respective water
providers.

Most recently, in partnership with
Suburban Water Systems and the Upper San
Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District, the
City retrofitted park facilities, landscaped

medians and several City-maintained paseos
to use recycled water. Recycled water is
former wastewater that has received
advanced treatment to meet all water quality
requirements so that it’s safe for irrigating
public parks, golf courses and other
municipal landscapes.

Over the years, the use of recycled water
has gained popularity in California, which
has limited fresh water resources. The City
of West Covina has recently constructed 14
miles of pipeline, a 2-million gallon
reservoir, a pump station, and a pressure-
reducing station producing more than 440
million gallons of recycled water per year and
saving enough drinking water per year to
supply approximately 2,700 homes.

Currently, Cameron Park, Cortez Park,
Friendship Park, Shadow Oak Park, and
Woodgrove Park are being irrigated with
recycled water. Additionally, several school
districts in the City have retrofitted sport
fields and landscape areas to use recycled
water.
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T
he City of West Covina

congratulates its two Volunteer
of the Year honorees. Jennifer

Gutierrez received the Recreation Services
Award, and Don
Sheliga received the
Community Services
Award.

Gutierrez has
provided eight years
of volunteer service at
the West Covina Youth
Pony Baseball
program. Throughout
her years of service, she has continually
demonstrated leadership and passion to
improve the lives of the youths in this
league and their families. She has always
gone above and beyond at the park for
games and events.

Gutierrez and her husband have
continually worked their magic to ensure
that children who could not afford to play
in the league had the opportunity to do
so.

City staff members have really enjoyed
working with Gutierrez, and she will
surely be missed.

Sheliga has spent more than 30 years
serving others in need through the Lions
Club, Elks Club, Historical Society,

CITY OF WEST COVINA NAMES

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

churches and various other organizations
throughout the City. He simply asks, “How
can I help?”

Some examples of events and programs
that Sheliga has
volunteered for over the
years include the
biggest annual fund-
raiser for The Lions
Club, “Night on the
Town”; the Lions Club’s
eye screening program
and reading program
for the community;

Rotary’s Field of Valor; and the City’s
Community Service Day, when he helped
clean two parks and the community pool
area. Along with his wife, he has
volunteered annually for the National
Night Out for crime prevention.

Sheliga received the 2015 Presidential
Volunteer Award, which is awarded by
President Obama.

Something you might not know about
Sheliga is that he collects broken or used
eyeglasses from optometrists, churches and
restaurants and then refurbishes them for
the California Lions Friends in Sight.

Join us in thanking our two Citizen of
the Year honorees for their dedicated
service to the community.

West Covina

Food & Wine

Festival

For more information, call Jean
Barrymore at (626) 277-6072 or

e-mail to: foodie_wine@yahoo.com.
You may register online at

www.westcovinafoodandwine.com

SATURDAY, JULY 18
South Hills Country Club

$100 per ticket

SUNDAY, JULY 19
Hurst Ranch
$65 per ticket

8 to 11 a.m. Pancake breakfast at Hurst Ranch,
1227 W. Orange Ave., West Covina
3 to 11 p.m. Carnival, food, rides and games
at Edgewood Middle/High School, 1625 W.
Durness St., West Covina
6 to 9 p.m. Entertainment by Cold Duck
9 p.m. Fireworks show

**$1 entrance fee beginning at 3 p.m.**
For more information, call (626) 939-8430.

City of West Covina and West Covina MDA
host the 25th annual

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, JULY 4
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T
o protect your health when

temperatures are extremely

high, remember to keep

cool and use common sense. The

following tips are important.

• Drink plenty of  fluids.

Increase your f luid intake

regardless of  your activity level.

During heavy exercise in a hot

environment, drink two to four

glasses (16 to 32 ounces) of

cool fluids each hour.

• Replace salt and minerals.

The easiest and safest way to

replace salt and minerals is

through your diet. Drink fruit juice

or a sports beverage, such as

Gatorade, during exercise or any work

in the heat. Do not take salt tablets

unless directed by your doctor.

• Wear appropriate clothing and

sunscreen. Wear lightweight, light-

colored, loose-fitting clothing. In the

hot sun, a wide-brimmed hat will

provide shade and keep the head

Protect Yourself During Summer’s EXTREME HEAT

cool. A variety of  sunscreens are

available to reduce the risk of

sunburn. The protection they offer

varies. Apply sunscreen 30 minutes

before going outdoors, and reapply

according to package directions.

• Pace yourself. If  you are

unaccustomed to working or

exercising in a hot environment, start

slowly and pick up the pace gradually.

If  exertion in the heat makes your

heart pound and leaves you gasping

for breath, stop all activity, get into

a cool area, or at least in the shade,

and rest, especially if  you become

lightheaded, confused, weak or faint.

• Stay cool indoors. The most

efficient way to beat the heat is to

stay in an air-conditioned area. If  you

do not have an air conditioner or an

evaporative cooling unit, consider a

visit to a shopping mall or a

public library for a few hours.

A cool bath or shower is

another great way to cool off.

Also, use your stove and oven

less often to maintain a cooler

temperature in your home.

Cooling centers throughout

Southern California can be

found by dialing 211.

• Schedule outdoor activities

carefully. If  you must be outside in

the heat, try to plan your activities

for either before noon or in the

evening. While outdoors, rest

frequently in a shady area.

For more information on beating

the heat this summer, call the West

Covina Fire Department at (626)

939-8824.

$20 ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE
$93 PER WEEK PER CHILD
$26 PER DAY PER CHILD

Call the site for summer availability.

CALIFORNIA SCHOOL
1125 Bainbridge Ave., (626) 960-8819

VINE SCHOOL
1901 E. Vine Ave., (626) 919-7807

ORANGEWOOD SCHOOL
1125 Bainbridge Ave. Rm. 25, (626) 939-8440

WESCOVE SCHOOL
1010 W. Vine Ave., (626) 960-8890

CITY OF WEST COVINA

SUMMER PROGRAM
The summer program is a full day program

where children participate in activities
including sports, swimming,

arts and crafts, movies, and field trips.
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I
dentity theft is one of the
fastest-growing crimes in the
United States. It is a serious

crime that can damage your finances,
credit history and reputation, and it
can take time, money and patience
to resolve. Here are some tips to help
prevent identity theft and scams:

• Get a secure locking mailbox.
This is the top recommendation to
prevent identity theft.

• Utilize secure online bill paying.
Be cautious of non-secure Wi-Fi
Internet connections, and only do
business with secure/encrypted Web
sites, which show the Web page
address starting with “https” and
display a padlock icon.

• Beware of mail or telephone
solicitations offering prizes or
cashier’s checks, especially if you’re
asked for your personal information
or financial account numbers, which
you should never give out to anyone
you don’t know and trust.

• Monitor your banking and credit
card accounts closely. Online e-mails

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM

MAIL AND IDENTIFY THEFT

CITY OF WEST COVINA

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

PALM VIEW CENTER

1340 E. PUENTE AVE.

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

6:30 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

License #198016526
AGES 3 TO 5 YEARS OLD

$20 annual registration fee

PART-TIME (less than 20 hrs.)    FULL-TIME (20 hrs. or more)
    $110 per week / $26 per day   $125 per week / $36 per day

For information, call (626) 339-4314.

GALSTER PARK NATURE CENTER
1620 AROMA DRIVE, WEST COVINA

SATURDAY, JUNE 6 FROM 1 TO 3 P.M.
Arts and crafts for kids

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 FROM 7 TO 10 P.M.

Stargazing Night

For more info, e-mail: galster.park@gmail.com

and text alerts can easily be set up
with your bank, keeping you
informed of any unauthorized
purchases or charges.

• Don’t carry your Social Security
card or birth certificate. Leave them
in a secure location.

• Get a credit report once a year.
They are available for free at
Annualcreditreport.com. If you spot
something wrong, alert your card
company or the creditor immediately.

• Keep yourself and your family,
especially the elderly, educated
about Internet scams.

For more information, visit
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
WestCovinaPD, or connect to
the WCPD on Nixle or Twitter.
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Thursday, Aug. 15  •  6 p.m. Social Hour / 7 p.m. Dinner

South Hills Country Club
featuring:

2015 Historical Preservation Award recipient and 2015 Citizen of the Year
Congratulatory and business card-size program ads $25 (camera-ready copy)

Formal invitation to follow.
Call Kathy Clark at (626) 664-3050 for further information.
Early bird special: $35 if paid reservation received by July 15.

Mail check to: The Historical Society of West Covina
336 S. Glendora Ave., West Covina, CA  91790

SUMMER FEST
2015

STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY

On FOn FOn FOn FOn Feb. 17, students from South Hills High, Web. 17, students from South Hills High, Web. 17, students from South Hills High, Web. 17, students from South Hills High, Web. 17, students from South Hills High, West Covina High,est Covina High,est Covina High,est Covina High,est Covina High,

Edgewood High, and Coronado School participated in StudentEdgewood High, and Coronado School participated in StudentEdgewood High, and Coronado School participated in StudentEdgewood High, and Coronado School participated in StudentEdgewood High, and Coronado School participated in Student

Government Day at City Hall. This day was made possibleGovernment Day at City Hall. This day was made possibleGovernment Day at City Hall. This day was made possibleGovernment Day at City Hall. This day was made possibleGovernment Day at City Hall. This day was made possible

through a partnership with the Wthrough a partnership with the Wthrough a partnership with the Wthrough a partnership with the Wthrough a partnership with the West Covina Kiwanis Club. Thankest Covina Kiwanis Club. Thankest Covina Kiwanis Club. Thankest Covina Kiwanis Club. Thankest Covina Kiwanis Club. Thank

you to Wyou to Wyou to Wyou to Wyou to West Covina Kiwanis for helping bring back thisest Covina Kiwanis for helping bring back thisest Covina Kiwanis for helping bring back thisest Covina Kiwanis for helping bring back thisest Covina Kiwanis for helping bring back this

educational opportunity to the students in our cityeducational opportunity to the students in our cityeducational opportunity to the students in our cityeducational opportunity to the students in our cityeducational opportunity to the students in our city.  .  .  .  .  

Passport Services

Available at City Hall
U.S. passport applications are accepted

at the City Clerk’s Office at West Covina
City Hall. The City Clerk’s Office is staffed
with professionals trained in passport
procedures.

The office is
open for passport
a p p l i c a t i o n
acceptance on
Mondays only
from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Walk-in
service only; no
appointment is
necessary. We no longer provide passport
photo service on site.

Proof of U.S. citizenship and photo ID are
required. Fees are payable by check or
money order only. There are additional
requirements for children 15 years old and
younger.

The City Clerk’s Office is located at West
Covina City Hall, 1444 W. Garvey Ave.
South. For more information,
visit www.travel.state.gov, or call the City’s
passport hotline, (626) 939-8744.
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WEST COVINA

CITY

COUNCIL

Mayor: Fred Sykes
Mayor Pro Tem: James Toma

Councilman: Mike Spence
Councilmember: Corey Warshaw

Councilmember: Ben Wong

Have ideas for “Discover West Covina?” E-mail: Discoverwestcovina@westcovina.org or mail to:
West Covina City Hall, Community Services Dept., Attn: Heather Sayers, 1444 W. Garvey Ave., West Covina, CA  91790

Follow us
on Twitter!

@CityofWCovina


