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T he City Council approved an
Education Service Agreement
with the East San Gabriel

Valley Regional Occupational Program
and Technical Center (ROP)
for the construction of a
single-family home on
Community Development
Commission (CDC) property
at 1420 S. Willow Ave. The
collaboration was part of
ROP’s Energy Efficiency
Construction Trades course,
which is designed to work in
partnership with public
agencies to mutually benefit the ROP
and the City.

The CDC purchased the 9,570-
square-foot vacant lot and provided
funding to ROP for the construction
of the house and the cost of the ROP
instructor. Commencing in May 2008
and under the supervision of the ROP
instructor, the ROP students literally

West Covina City Council Approves

constructed the 1,567-square-foot
home from the ground up, learning all
aspects of residential construction
skills, including laying the foundation,

framing, plumbing, electrical, painting,
roofing and installation of drywall,
fixtures, windows, doors and flooring.

The three-bedroom, two-bathroom
house features new landscaping,

FIRST-TIME HOME BUYER OPPORTUNITY

The West Covina City Council announces that a new city Web site is coming soon, offering many
expanded capabilities. The new Web site has a new  design, giving it a more professional and
updated look. More importantly, it will be more user-friendly, with information easier to find.

The best part is the new Web site will result in a cost-savings to the City of $25,000 annually. For
the first year of operation, there will be no cost to the City. Beginning in Year Two, it will only cost
the City $4,110 for an annual maintenance fee. The Web site is an important communication tool
between the city and the public. In fiscal year 2008-2009, there were more than 16.5 million hits,
and it is anticipated that this will increase. We hope you will visit and enjoy the much-improved
new city Web site at www.westcovina.org.

Breaking News! City to Unveil New Web Site Soon

hardwood floors, crown molding, an
alarm system, a spacious two-car
garage with a sectional roll-up garage
door, four skylights, rollout cabinet

shelves and non-slamming,
self-closing drawers. The
house is also designed to be
energy-efficient with Internet/
cable-ready access points,
energy-efficient fixtures, dual-
glazed windows, low-flow
toilets and a tankless water
heater.

The house will be placed on
the market for sale to eligible

applicants who are first-time home
buyers. For more information, call
Paulina Morales of the Community
Development Commission at (626)
939-8417.

This project taught students construction skills while
providing the community an affordable single-family home.



GO WEST

PAGE 2

Do You Know What’s Been Happening in the City of West Covina    

West Covina Rose Float Foundation
Unveils 2010 Rose Float

The West Covina Rose Float Foundation’s 2010
Rose Parade entry, titled “Tuskegee Airmen – A
Cut Above,” will pay tribute to the service, brav-
ery and commitment of the Tuskegee Airmen.
The Tuskegee Airmen is the name of the group
of African-American pilots trained at Tuskegee
Army Air Field in Alabama. The West Covina
Rose Float Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation and is fully responsible for the man-
agement and fund-raising activities of its annual
entry into the Pasadena Tournament of Roses
Parade, and no city funds are used. To make a
donation or to volunteer with the Foundation, visit
the Web site at www.wcrosefloat.org.

The City of West Covina will be implementing a number of public
transit program changes in the months ahead.

“As every West Covina resident is no doubt aware, the City – like
virtually every other public organization in California – has been
required to take a hard look at all of its programs and services to
ensure each is operating within the available funding parameters,”
Community Services Manager Scott Smilowitz said.

Among the services slated to end are the Go West Baldwin Park
Metrolink Shuttle, Green Line segment to the Covina Metrolink station,
and reduced service hours and adjustment to the Red and Blue lines.

“In public transit, change is a given. And until the national and
regional economies rebound, it is imperative the City – like every
West Covina household – live within its budget,” Community
Services Director Michele McNeill said.

City residents will also see the elimination of holiday and weekend
service on the Go West fixed-route service, as well as elimination of
Saturday Dial-A-Ride service.

Despite what is hoped to be a temporary retrenching, City officials
remain committed to identifying future program/service growth
opportunities. For more information or to submit a comment, contact
the City by e-mail at WC.Transit@westcovina.org, by fax at (626)

939-8675 or by mail at P.O. Box 1440,
West Covina, CA 91793.

Changes Coming to

The West Covina City Council recently
approved increasing the frequency of
street sweeping from twice a month to
once a week.

By expanding this service, streets in
West Covina will be cleaner and the City
will be doing its part to remove trash and
debris before it enters the storm drain.
When such pollutants fall into the storm
drains, they end up in our rivers and
oceans, thereby polluting our beaches.

It is anticipated that the weekly street
sweeping will begin the first week of
October. The current street sweeping day
will remain unchanged. For example, if
your street was swept on the first and third
Mondays of each month, your street
sweeping day will remain on Mondays.

For more information, call the City of
West Covina Public Works Department
at (626) 939-8425.

West Covina City Council
Approves Additional

Street Sweeping

Street sweeping will
take place weekly

beginning this fall

For more information on route changes and

schedules or to locate Go West bus stops, call

(800) 425-5777. For other information, call

Community Services at (626) 939-8430.

CITY TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAMS
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J ust recently, in August, a new
Best Buy store opened at
Westfield West Covina. The new

Best Buy store is part of Westfield’s
Phase II development plan for the mall.

Westfield completed Phase I in
October 2007 with the relocation of
the Macy’s store into the expanded
anchor space formerly occupied by
Robinson’s-May. Westfield broke
ground for Phase II, which includes a
Best Buy store, retail and restaurant
space, in September 2008.

In conjunction with the opening of
the Best Buy store, Westfield will open
a portion of the Phase II development,
which will be the new common area
that connects Best Buy to the mall.
New shops include XXI, which is a
new concept for Forever 21 clothing

WEST COVINA CITY COUNCIL CONTINUES TO

SUPPORT BUSINESS COMMUNITY

New Best Buy Now Located at Westfield West Covina
stores that is currently under
construction and is slated to open in
March 2010. The remaining portion of

Phase II, which includes restaurants
and more specialty shops, will open in
the summer of 2010.

Best Buy relocated from its location
at 950 Lakes Drive to its newly built
45,000-square-foot store at Westfield
West Covina. In addition to the
departments previously offered in the
store, the new Best Buy features an
extensive musical instrument
department, including guitars,
keyboards and drums.

“We are very excited to better serve
our customers and community with a
brand-new store and newly added
musical instruments department,” Best
Buy General Manager Tina Roulier
said. “We are committed to providing
the latest and greatest technology to
fit your lifestyle needs.”

West Covina took delivery of two
fully electric, zero-emission Mini E
vehicles as it takes part in a
yearlong study of whether electric
vehicles are a viable option to meet
the transportation needs of urban
and suburban areas.

The Mini E vehicles will replace
two gasoline-powered City vehicles
that are used on a daily basis by
City staff conducting inspections
throughout the City.

“We are excited about the

WEST COVINA CITY COUNCIL

HELPS WEST COVINA GO GREEN
opportunity to use these vehicles as
part of our fleet,” Public Works
Director Shannon Yauchzee said.
“Not only are we providing
important feedback to the BMW
Group, with the minimal electrical
costs for the Mini E’s, we are also
saving on fuel and maintenance
costs for the City.”

The vehicles are being leased
to the City for virtually no cost and

will save the City almost 900 gallons
 of gasoline in one year!

West Covina resident Alex
wrote to Discover West
Covina asking for a reminder
to residents about city
regulations pertaining to
parking RVs and campers in
front of residences.

All residents should be
aware that the City of West
Covina has regulations
pertaining to parking such
vehicles in front of homes. To
report violations of residential
parking regulations, call (626)
939-8426 with the exact
address where the suspected
violation occurs.

For specific information,
visit the city’s Web site at
www.westcovina.org/cityhall/
depts/RV-Parking.pdf.

RV PARKING

WEST COVINA CITY COUNCIL CONTINUES TO

SUPPORT BUSINESS COMMUNITY



Do You Know What’s Been Happening in the City of West Covina     



       to Help Make It A Great Place To Live, Work & Play?



Do You Know What’s Been Happening in the City of West Covina     

PAGE 6

T he City of West Covina
recently began offering a new
Ambulance Subscription

Program to help residents save money.
Did you know that if you need

emergency ambulance service, it could
easily cost more than $1,200? The new
Ambulance Subscription Program
enables West Covina residents to avoid
any out-of-pocket costs for ambulance
service provided by the West Covina
Fire Department for just $48 a year for

West Covina Residents May Save Money with

your entire household.
Wouldn’t it be nice to not have to

worry about an expensive bill
following a family emergency? With
the state of the economy, this allows
you the security of protecting your
family without having to pay anything
beyond the one-time fee for the entire
year. If you have health insurance, be
sure to check your policy since most
plans require substantial co-pays for
ambulance service.

To subscribe to this new program or
to learn more about it, visit the city’s
Web site at www.westcovina.org/
cityhall/Ambulance-Subscription.pdf
for more details and an application. You
can also pick up an application at West
Covina Fire Administration, the West
Covina Senior Center, Cameron
Community Center or the Finance
Department at West Covina City Hall,
1444 W. Garvey Ave., Room 308. Or,
call (626) 939-8447.

West Covina resident Jennifer Golo,
daughter of Cesar and Rodello Golo,
has been accepted to the College of
Pharmacy at Harding University and
will begin this fall.

Golo is a 2003 graduate of West
Covina High School. She attended Mt.

San Antonio College and graduated from University of
California, Irvine in 2007 with a degree in Biological
Sciences. Congratulations Jennifer Golo – your
hometown is proud of you!

WEST COVINA RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT

Apply at: City Clerk’s Office, Room 317 at City Hall
(626) 939-8744 • www.westcovina.org

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

New Ambulance Subscription Program

The West Covina Police Department continues to experience great success in tackling graffiti. The Department averages

more than one arrest a day for graffiti-related crimes, most of them felonies. Since just last month, graffiti has decreased

by 18 percent. The Graffiti Abatement Team (GAT) was created in 2006 and will soon make its 1,000th arrest.

The City of West Covina offers numerous programs
for teens. Cameron Community Center, located at 1305
E. Cameron Ave., dedicates the second and fourth Fridays
of each month to teen programming.

“FryDayz” at Cameron Community Center is
exclusively for teens 12 to 17 years old from 6 to 9 p.m.
Teens can hang out with friends and watch movies, shoot
hoops, snack a bit, shoot some pool, play ping pong and
Wii games, or simply relax in the lounge.

“Turntable Corner” is a new event held on the fourth
Friday of the month during “FryDayz” at the Cameron
Community Center from 7 to 9 p.m. The event features
amateur DJs 12 to 17 years old who would like to expose
their “scratchin’” abilities to the world.

The City of West Covina Community
Services Department offers many other
programs for every age group. For
information, view the Community
Recreation Guide on the city’s Web site
at www.westcovina.org, or call city
staff at (626) 919-6966.

CITY OF WEST COVINA OFFERS

FREE PROGRAMS FOR TEENS
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E-mail your comments: discoverwestcovina@westcovina.org or mail to:  West Covina City Hall,
City Manager’s Office, Attn: PIO Sue Williams, 1444 W. Garvey Ave., P.O. Box 1440,  West Covina, CA 91793

QUESTION

 OF THE

MONTH

“With the existence of the Cameron Community
Center, my children and I are able to build and
strengthen our personal relationship with each other.
In addition to family closeness, my children have
profited tremendously from the center through the

genuine kindness and helpfulness of the staff. From management to
employee, I truly believe this Rec. Center has exemplified excellence
in Community Service.

Sincerely, Bach Nga Tong”

1305 E. Cameron Ave. •  (626) 919-6966

In previous editions of Discover West Covina, we asked residents:
“What city services do you use and appreciate?”

T he City of West Covina is now
accepting registration for two
new after-school programs.

“Homework Helper” is a homework
assistance program for children 5 to 10
years old. Sessions are held Monday
through Thursday from 2 to 5 p.m. The
cost is $5 per day, $10 per week or $35
per month.

The “Fun Zone After School Program”
is an interactive program held in a safe,
supervised environment for ages 5 to 12.
Activities include active games, relays,

City HAs two New After-School Programs
scavenger hunts, arts and crafts, cooking
and more. The program is held Monday
through Thursday from 2:30 to 5:30
p.m. The cost is $10 per day, $30 per
week or $105 per month.

The City of West Covina offers many
other recreational programs for every
age group, from toddler to adult. For
information, see the City of West Covina
Community Recreation Guide online at
www.westcovina.org or call Mike
Cresap at (626) 919-6966.

Cameron Community Center 1305 E. Cameron Ave. •  (626) 919-6966

Cameron Community Center offers a variety of recreation activities for youth, teens and adults. *All participants under the
age of 18 must have a waiver/emergency card on file. Any child under the age of 7 must have an adult guardian in attendance.

“Cameron Community Center
is top-notch. The facilities are
always clean, and the staff is
knowledgeable and professional.
The rates for the classes are
affordable, and the quality of the
teaching is phenomenal.

Deneen Ortiz”

GAME ROOM

The Game Room is available for use on a drop-in basis and includes lounge
furniture, a pool table, a ping pong table and a 52-inch, high-definition, flat-
screen TV. Children under 8 must be accompanied by a person age 14 or
older. The Game Room is also available for private party rentals. Call for
information or to reserve the Game Room.

OPEN GYM BASKETBALL

Open gym is available for both youth and adults. Youth open play is free, and
adult open play is $2 per participant.*
Youth Open Play: Monday through Friday, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Adult Open Play: Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Open gym time is subject to change without notice. Call for specific days and
times of availability.
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Mayor: Roger Hernández
Mayor Pro Tem: Shelley Sanderson

Councilmember: Steve Herfert
Councilmember: Sherri Lane

Councilmember: Mike Touhey

Saturday, Aug. 29
4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Senior Prom
West Covina Senior Center
2501 E. Cortez St., (626) 331-5366
The West Covina Senior Center, with co-
sponsors Inter Valley Health Plan,
Comfort Keepers and the Great Covina
Medical Group, will host a “Senior Prom,”
with entertainment by Swing 4 Sale, along
with light appetizers and dessert. Tickets
are $10 per person (ages 60 and older,
please), at the Senior Center. All proceeds
benefit the West Covina Senior Center.

Every Friday
9 a.m.
Senior Slow-Pitch Softball
Cameron Park
1305 E. Cameron Ave., (626) 332-2938
Men 55 and older are needed to
participate in a slow-pitch softball game
every Friday at 9 a.m. at Cameron Park in
West Covina. This is not a league team,
and it is free. It’s just a bunch of seniors
who choose sides and have fun playing
a game while getting the benefits of some
exercise outdoors. So bring your mitt and
come join the game! For more
information, call Jim Shade at (626) 332-
2938.
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Taylor House, a 1912 Craftsman home restored by the West
Covina Rose Float
Foundation, is open for
tours from 1 to 4 p.m. on the
second Sunday of each
month (closed on holidays).
Taylor House is located at
3510 Cameron Ave. at
Heritage Park.

The West Covina Symphony Orchestra recently

performed before an audience of hundreds.

To learn about future performances, call

Music Director and Conductor Dr. Sylvia Mann

at (626) 771-0462 or visit the Web site at

http://westcovinasymphony.com.

Home Improvement

Loan Programs

The City of West Covina offers home
owners two Home Improvement Loan
Programs.

The first is a no-interest loan for low-
income applicants who qualify. The
second is called the Housing
Preservation Program, offering a 5
percent interest rate for
m o d e r a t e - i n c o m e
applicants who qualify.

For more information
on both programs and
how to apply, call
Housing Program
Coordinator Barbara
Banks at (626) 939-8432.


