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T
he West Covina Police
Department has lost
three police officers in the

line of duty in its 79-year history.
The West Covina Police Officers

Association has paid for three
special street signs, honoring the
fallen officers, installed at three

Fallen west covina Police Officers

Honored with City street Signs
locations in the city:

• Sunset Avenue and Robert
O’Young Parkway (honoring
Officer Frederik J. Ham – end of
watch Dec. 9, 1940)

• Holt Avenue and Garvey
Avenue South (honoring Officer
Jay W. Jackson – end of watch

Jan. 14, 1978)
• Francisquito Avenue and

Glenview Road (honoring
Officer Kenneth S. Wrede – end
of watch Aug. 31, 1983)

These officers made the
ultimate sacrifice while serving
the citizens of West Covina.

T
he City is investing in new vehicles
for public safety to replace older
vehicles that have exceeded their

useful and safe operating life spans.
The West Covina Police Department

will receive eight black-and-white SUV
Interceptor vehicles for patrol officers,
four sedan vehicles for detectives, five
SUV’s for administration/command
staff, one sedan vehicle for the Special
Enforcement Team, one pickup truck for
community services officers, and one

City of West Covina Invests in New Vehicles for Public Safety
passenger van to transport West Covina
Police Department Explorers.

Additionally, the West Covina Police
Department has ordered a traffic
motorcycle and an armored truck to be
received this year.

The West Covina Fire Department will
receive two new fire engines and one quint
aerial ladder truck from Pierce
Manufacturing of Appleton, Wisc.

The new fire engines and quint aerial
ladder truck will provide service as frontline

firefighting apparatus/vehicles that will
be used on a daily basis. The addition
of these new vehicles will also allow the
fire department to bolster the amount
of reliable apparatus used in a reserve
capacity, which is critical to maintain
service levels when frontline apparatus
must be taken out of service for
maintenance.

The new fire engines and quint aerial
ladder truck are expected to be placed
into service within one year.



T
he East San Gabriel Valley
Japanese Community Center
(ESGVJCC) bridges culture,

family and community, and it stands as a
vibrant Japanese-American regional,
cultural and community organization that
spans across Los Angeles County, the
Inland Empire and Orange County. It is
home to more than 25 cultural,
educational, artistic, recreational and
social programs serving more than 1,000
families. 

Established in 1936 and incorporated as
a nonprofit organization in 1951, the
ESGVJCC now partners with the City of West
Covina to host the annual West Covina
Cherry Blossom Festival; the Sister City
association of West Covina and Ohtawara,
Japan; and the annual summer student
exchange program between the two cities.

It works with Japanese-American

East San Gabriel Valley Japanese Community Center
organizations, civic officials, performing
artists, campus clubs and educational
institutions to collaborate on the design
and delivery of innovative and essential
programs and services for the community,
such as the annual Family Health Fair.

Out of the strong relationship with the
City of West Covina, two programs
emerged, the annual student exchange
program and the Cherry Blossom Festival.

For 12 years, the ESGVJCC has been a
part of giving students a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to gain a greater
appreciation of Japan and its culture and
to build new friendships that will last a
lifetime while creating a new family in
another country. This summer, students
ages 13 to 17 are welcome to join the
delegation to West Covina’s sister city of
Ohtawara, Japan from Aug. 2 to 10.

Since 2001, the annual West Covina

Cherry Blossom Festival has given
residents an opportunity to learn about
Japanese culture, sample a variety of
Japanese and Japanese-American cuisine,
enjoy traditional music and dance
performances, watch martial arts
demonstrations, and be entertained by
Japanese Taiko drums. This year’s event
will be on March 19 from noon to 6 p.m.
at South Hills Plaza.

The future of the ESGVJCC is reflected
by the dynamic combination of the
increasing diversity within the Japanese-
American community; the broad attraction
to Japanese cultural traditions; and
involvement in community-based social
services, and artistic, recreational and
educational programs. 

For more information, visit the Web site
at esgvjcc.org, call (626) 960-2566, or e-
mail info@esgvjcc.org.

COMMUNITY GROUP SPOTLIGHT
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W
est Covina’s first inclusive
playground will be
completed in March. This

playground will allow typical children
to play alongside children with special
needs.

The new playground at Cameron
Park will include a pirate-themed
playground complete with wheelchair
ramps and an adaptive swing set.

Join the City of West Covina on
Saturday, April 2 at 11 a.m. for a
dedication ceremony.

This playground was made possible
through a Healthy Play Grant through
California Park and Recreation Society
and Playcore. For more information, call the Community Services Department at (626) 939-8430. 

T
he City of West Covina Community Services Department
will host the 2016 Egg Celebration on Saturday, March
26 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Cameron Community

Center, 1305 E. Cameron Ave., West Covina.
Egg hunts for various age groups will be held as follows:
10:30 a.m.   2-5 years old
11 a.m.    6-8 years old
11:30 a.m.   8 years old and up
Crafts for children and photos with the Easter bunny will be

available. Join us
for this “egg-citing”
day at Cameron
Community Center!

For more event
information, visit
the city’s Web site,
www.westcovina.org
or call Community
Services at (626)
939-8430.

Hop On Over to

City of West Covina Egg Celebration!

New Cameron Park Inclusive Playground

City of West Covina to Dedicate





EASTLAND CENTER
(2753 E. Eastland Center Drive)
• Pottery Barn Outlet – Now Open

GRAND CREEK PLAZA
(100-150 N. Grand Ave.)
• Sow House – Spring 2016

HONG KONG PLAZA (989 S. Glendora Ave.)
• Rakuya 123 Retailer – February 2016
• Broiling Pit Restaurant – February 2016

ISLAND PLAZA (2500 S. Azusa Ave.)
• Giant Dollar – Now Open

PLAZA WEST COVINA (112 Plaza Drive)
• Cotton On Kids – Early 2016
• Blaza Pizza – Spring 2016

QUAIL RIDGE SHOPPING CENTER
(3620-3670 Nogales St.)
• Delicious Ramen Restaurant –
    February 2016
• Collection Baby Restaurant –
    March 2016

SEAFOOD CITY PLAZA (1525 Amar Road)
• Cali Noodle & Grill Restaurant
   (second location) – Now Open

WEST COVINA PARKWAY PLAZA
(1000 West Covina Parkway Plaza)
• Nothing Bundt Cakes – Now Open

OTHERS:
• King Torta Restaurant (956 S. Glendora
    Ave.) – January 2016
• Nogales/Valley Shopping Center (4141
    S. Nogales St.) – February 2016
• Crestview Cadillac (new used-car office)
    (2700 E. Garvey Ave. S.) – Spring 2016
• The Colony at the Lakes – Lennar
    mixed-use project (450 units w/20,000
    SF retail) – Fall 2016

NEW BUSINESSES COME TO WEST COVINA

Check out these new businesses in West Covina and shop locally!

COMMUNITY GROUP SPOTLIGHT

West Covina Beautiful is one of the
oldest nonprofit community organizations
in West Covina, and it has become part of
the city’s traditions and history. A group
of civic-minded people founded the
organization in 1948.

West Covina Beautiful is active in the
promotion of environmentally sound and
beneficial beautification programs. Some
of the community events that West Covina
Beautiful presents are the City of West
Covina Birthday Celebration in February
each year. At this event, beautification
awards are presented to those in the
community who have helped enhance West
Covina through their dedication and
commitment to making it a beautiful place.

West Covina Beautiful also participates
in “Five Weeks of Green” with the City of

WEST COVINA BEAUTIFUL
West Covina by honoring a special
community member with the planting of a
memorial tree in the city to celebrate Arbor
Day. The group also participates in Earth
Day and other community events, such as
the City of West Covina’s Community
Service Day.

West Covina Beautiful also participates
in the Adopt a Park Program, in which the
group maintains Aroma Parquette. West
Covina Beautiful also holds its annual
meeting with a fashion show along with a
garden tour.

Membership for West Covina Beautiful
is $10 per family or $15 for a business.
Membership runs from January through
December.

For more information, contact Colleen B.
Rozatti at (626) 384-8126. 

CITY OF WEST COVINA TO

CELEBRATE 93RD BIRTHDAY

The West Covina Police
Department announces the return of
the popular Citizens’ Academy
beginning in February.

This informative program offers
community members an up-close and
personal look at how the police
department operates.

Class members will learn about
various police personnel, tools and
techniques that work to enhance
public safety. They will observe
aspects of police operations,
including patrol,
inves t igat ions ,
forensics, SWAT
and K9 operations.

These free
classes will be held
at West Covina City
Hall on Thursdays from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
for 10 weeks beginning Feb. 4.

To sign up, call (626) 939-8530 or
e-mail CitizensAcademy@wcpd.org.

Sign Up for

Citizens’

Academy

PAGE 5

Save the date for the City of West Covina’s 93rd

birthday bash  on Wednesday, Feb. 17. Time and

location to be announced. For more information, call

Colleen B. Rozatti, president of West Covina

Beautiful, at (626) 384-8126.
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C
ommunity Connections is a volunteer

driver program that provides

transportation to seniors and individuals

with disabilities who cannot easily use other

transportation services.

The program provides mileage reimbursement

Community Connections Program

Helps People Get Around
for volunteer drivers to transport individuals who

are too frail, ill or unable to use public

transportation.

Those who are eligible are seniors and

individuals with disabilities who do not drive,

are too frail or ill to drive, do not have family

support, do not have access to transportation,

or are unable to use public transportation.

How it works is riders choose and recruit their

own volunteer drivers, and the drivers receive

mileage reimbursement through the riders.

Rides are scheduled by riders and volunteer

drivers as mutually convenient.

For more information, call Community

Connections at (909) 621-9900 or visit the Web

site at www.communityconnections-css.org.

T
he Office of the Assessor offers property
tax exemptions that may save homeowners
money on their property tax bills.

Among the most common exemptions is the
Homeowners’ Exemption. This exemption lowers
the home’s assessed value by $7,000, thereby
reducing the annual property tax bill by about
$70.

If you own a home and it is your principal place
of residence, you may qualify for the
Homeowners’ Exemption.

The homeowner needs to apply only once with
the Office of Los Angeles County Assessor Jeffrey
Prang by filling out a claim form, which is
available online for download at
www.assessor.lacounty.gov/homeowners-
exemption/

A homeowner filing for the first time may file at
any time. However, in order to receive the full

HOMEOWNERS:

Apply Now for Property Tax Exemption

exemption for that year, homeowners must apply no later
than Feb. 15 after the January 1 tax lien date.

For forms and additional information, call (213) 974-
3211 or (888) 807-2111.

City of West Covina
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U
rban run-off is water containing
pollutants, such as trash, debris,
oil and grease, that washes into

the storm drain system and is carried to
the ocean. Unlike the sewer
system, any water or pollutant
that enters the storm drains is
not treated. Whatever goes into
the system is washed through
it and ends up on our beaches.

Urban run-off is considered to
be one of the biggest polluters
of Southern California beaches
and the cause of numerous
beach closures that can
seriously affect the ocean environment and
the health and safety of swimmers.

Like all Los Angeles County cities, West
Covina is linked to the storm drain system.
So even though we’re approximately 30
miles from the ocean, we can still affect
its environment. The pollutants we put into
the storm drain system can and do make
their way to the ocean.

The fertilizers on our lawns, the oil on
our driveways, the water we use to clean
paint brushes can all end up in the storm
drain system. The very basic fix-it jobs we
do around the house can end up polluting
our beaches.

The National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) controls the

Do Your Part to  PREVENT WATER POLLUTION
amount of pollutants we allow to enter the
storm drain system. The implementation
of NPDES in California has resulted in the
development of management practices

that help prevent sending pollutants into
the storm drain system.

The City of West Covina Public Works
Department has information available to
help you manage your home- or business-
improvement projects following NPDES
guidelines. For more information, call
(626) 939-8425.

Follow these tips to reduce the amount of
pollutants entering the storm drain system.

1. Toxins such as household cleaners and
paint products can become pollutants if not
disposed of properly. Take household
chemicals to a local household hazardous
waste roundup.

2. Only mix the amount of concrete or
mortar that you will use. Store bags of

cement and plaster on pallets and under
cover. Do not dispose of cement washout
or concrete dust onto driveways, streets,
gutters or storm drains.

3. Do not clean paint brushes
or rinse paint containers into the
street, gutter or storm drain.
Paint out brushes to the best
extent possible. Clean oil-based
paints off brushes with thinner
or dispose of brushes at
hazardous waste roundups.
Rinse water-based paints off
brushes in the sink. Dried
brushes and containers can be

disposed of in the trash.
4. Use organic or nontoxic fertilizers and

pesticides. Do not fertilize near ditches,
gutters or storm drains. Do not overfertilize
or fertilize right before a rainstorm. Collect
fallen leaves instead of allowing them to
be blown into the street and gutters.

5. On auto maintenance jobs, clean up
spills with cat box litter, use funnels when
pouring liquids, place spill trays
underneath work areas and use drip pans
to control leaks. Sweep down your work
area instead of hosing down. Recycle used
motor oil at collection centers.

For household hazardous waste roundup
information or to report illegal dumping,
call (888) Clean LA or (888) 253-2652.

Audi West Covina
2010 E. Garvey Ave. South, West Covina
(626) 384-3435

AutoZone #4006
1035 E. Amar Road, West Covina
(626) 336-5159

AutoZone #5369
730 N. Azusa Ave., West Covina
(626) 967-0584

Crestview Cadillac
2700 E. Garvey Ave. South, West Covina
(626) 966-7441

Firestone Store #27EG
1035 West Covina Pkwy., West Covina
(626) 813-7539

Mercedes-Benz West Covina
1829 E. Garvey Ave. North, West Covina
(626) 859-1217

Norm Reeves Honda Superstore
1840 E. Garvey Ave., West Covina
(626) 756-3870

Pep Boys #676
1540 E. Amar Road, West Covina
(626) 810-9936

Pep Boys Store #1409
501 S. Vincent Ave., West Covina
(215) 430-9017

Toyota and Scion of West Covina
1800 E. Garvey Ave. South, West Covina
(626) 384-3401

Valvoline Instant Oil Change
305 N. Citrus St., West Covina
(626) 653-0710

West Covina Nissan
205 N. Citrus St., West Covina
(626) 732-1000
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WEST COVINA USED MOTOR OIL RECYCLING CENTERS
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Sign up for e-mail notifications for events and other things
happening in the city. You can receive the Discover West Covina
newsletter, press releases, emergency notifications, and other
news and event updates. Visit the City of West Covina Web site
at www.westcovina.org and click on the “About the City” tab.
Under that tab, click on the “eNotifications” link to sign up.

Sign up for City ‘eNotifications’
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The City of West Covina Community Services Department has implemented a new online registration
system called West Covina DASH.  Sign up for classes, child care, and other activities from the comfort of
home.

Register Online for City Classes and Activities

with New West Covina DASH Service
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WEST COVINA

CITY

COUNCIL

Mayor: James Toma
Mayor Pro Tem: Corey Warshaw

Councilman: Lloyd Johnson
Councilman: Mike Spence

Councilman: Tony Wu

Have ideas for “Discover West Covina?” E-mail: Discoverwestcovina@westcovina.org or mail to:
West Covina City Hall, Community Services Dept., Attn: Heather Sayers, 1444 W. Garvey Ave., West Covina, CA  91790

Follow us
on Twitter!

@CityofWCovina


